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uses of the word temper. Temper was originally the
word used to describe the right mixture of the four
"humours." From this we got the words good-
tempered and bad-tempered. Perhaps because it is
natural to notice more when people are bad-tempered
rather than good, not more than a hundred years
ago the word temper came to mean in one use " bad
temper." For this is what we mean when we say
we " give way to temper." But we have the original
sense of " good temper " in the expression to " keep
one's temper." So here we have the same word
meaning two opposite things.

Several words which used to have a meaning
connected with religion have now come to have a
more general meaning which seems very different
from the original. A word of this sort in English is
order} which came through the French word ordre,
from the Latin ordo. Though the Latin word had
the meaning which we now give to the word order,
in the English of the thirteenth century it had only
the special meaning (which it still keeps as one of
its meanings) of an " order" or " society" of
monks. In the fourteenth century it began to have
the meaning of " fixed arrangement," but the ad-
jective orderly and the noun orderliness did not come
into use until the sixteenth century. The word
regular has a similar history. Coming from the
Latin regula, " a rule," its modern general mean-
ing in English of " according to rule " seems very
natural; but the word which began to be used in